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  מ "ו למשא"תשע 'ח אדר הראשון שנת ה"בראשון דר 
I have looked through  מחזור שבחי ישורון and found it to be a remarkable work of Torah scholarship that 
is knowledgeable about  and augmented by an excellent grasp of the history of the development   מנהגים 
of our נוסח התפלה, including a solid grasp of the ancient נוסח ארץ ישראל.  
It is no secret that those congregations where piyutim are still recited see their congregants struggle 
with its recitation. In the Eastern European rites, the recitation of piyutim outside of the High Holidays 
has largely disappeared, with only the kerovos still being recited on  and on Purim. The   ארבע פרשיות
Yotzros have totally disappeared, being only remembered by their name, which has incorrectly been 
applied to all piyutim. The musical tradition of how to recite the piyutim pleasantly and meaningfully 
has evaporated there, as the tunes of the High Holidays are being misapplied to some texts that have 
different meters and that should evoke joy rather than awe. 
Synagogues following the Western rites fare better and many congregations have maintained a musical 
tradition of how to sing some of the piyutim, such as  לך קהילות בשבתות ובחדשים, or שני זיתים, or again 
the  שקלים פרשת  למוסף   Still, for many congregants, the piyutim, with their complex poetic .קרובות 
structure and archaic language remain a closed book, and if they are not sung, they are often mindlessly 
zipped through or ignored altogether. 
The piyutim become however a great deal more enjoyable and enriching once we learn of their 
structure and main ideas. Rabbi David Roth and Dr. Gabriel Wasserman did not make    מחזור שבחי ישורון 
into an academic work, though academics will appreciate the painstaking graphic work displaying the 
piyutim's complex structure and the research reporting alternate נוסחאות, both those still in use and 
those that are no longer common. Instead, they have created a most usable prayer book that through 
this excellent poetic layout and short introductions to each set of piyutim, as well as through a more 
extensive introduction that is still accessible to laymen. It invites to pray, to recite the piyutim with a 
cadence befitting their meter, slows the congregant just a bit down so he or she can identify key words 
developing the core idea of each piyut, and even invites us to revive the old, poetically correct 
melodies, or where those have been forgotten, to choose new, but appropriate melodies that enhance 
our כוונה. The authors have also explained a number of difficult words, making the text even more 
accessible. Finally, by including all the prayers for the respective days on which piyutim are recited, 
they have obviated the need for juggling two prayer books, making it again more likely that more 
congregants will join in the recitation of these edifying and inspiring prayers, which also preserve 
some ancient interpretations otherwise unknown from extant  מדרשים. 
I wish the authors much success with their machzor, and that it indeed make a meaningful contribution 
to increasing the recitation of piyutim. 
Since a number of poskim have, over the ages, expressed negative attitudes towards piyutim, 
particularly towards the piyutim of  ברכות קריאת שמע, I would like to buttress the authors' defence of 
their recitation with the following argument. Though a number of poskim considered the piyutim to 
consist an interruption of the basic nussach, unbeknownst, they were all reciting piyutim. Comparing 
our fixed text of standard prayers with those of the oldest siddurim (for example the siddur of Rav 
Sa'adya Gaon and siddur ha'meyuchas le'ho'Rambam) will show that our text includes passages 
unknown to some of those oldest siddurim. The presence of those passages is however easily explained 
once we are aware of the alternate  Thus, on every Shabbos we insert the piyut .מנהג ארץ ישראל of   מנהגים
כה אין קדוש  'הכל יודוך והכל ישבחוך והכל יאמרו  , because as the authors note in the introduction, in early 
Mediaeval Israel, it is only on such holy days that the kedusha was recited. If piyutim are a הפסק, 
shouldn't we then stick to the most ancient barebones  This ?הכל יודוך and abstain from reciting   ותנוסחא
phenomenon is not restricted to יודוך  and in fact quite common. Since we do not have any ,הכל 
compunctions reciting our present standard nussach, this universal  buttresses those poskim the   מנהג
authors listed, who supported the continued recitation of piyutim. 
Concerning this excellent work I wish the authors א־להינו עליכם וכו' ויהי נועם ה' . 
Arie Folger, 
Chief rabbi elect of the Jewish Community of Vienna, Austria, 
formerly senior rabbi of the Jewish Community of Basel, Switzerland
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